ASSOCIATION OF PACIFIC ISLAND LEGISLATURES
                                            Res. No. 30-GA-16, CD1

ASSOCIATION OF PACIFIC ISLAND LEGISLATURES
30TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONFERENCE

JUNE 15-17, 2011

REPUBLIC OF PALAU
___________________________________________________
Resolution No. 30-GA-16, CD1
“Acknowledging the enlightened policies of the CNMI, the Island of Guam and the State of Hawaii with respect to the immigration of their fellow islanders from the Freely Associated States and requesting that the Member island jurisdictions of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures unite in mutual support for the FSM, RMI, and Palau citizens’ immigration privilege in the United States.”

WHEREAS, the Compact of Free Association Act of 1985 (Public Law 99-239) set forth a joint resolution between the United States and the Republic of the Marshall Islands (“RMI”) and the Federated States of Micronesia (“FSM”) regarding the termination of the U.S. trusteeship over the former Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (TTPI); and


WHEREAS, the resolution further established the FSM and the RMI as independent nations, and established a special relationship between the United States and these nations. The Compact of Free Association between the United States and the RMI took effect on October 21, 1986, and the Compact of Free Association between the United States and the FSM took effect on November 3, 1986; and


WHEREAS, the Republic of Palau (“Palau”) was the TTPI’s last district to choose its political future and become a sovereign country. Upon independence in 1994, Palau entered into a 50-year Compact of Free Association with the United States, similar to that of its neighbors, the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands; and  


WHEREAS, citizens of FSM, RMI, and Palau are not citizens or nationals of the United States; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to their Compact Agreements with the United States, FSM, RMI, and Palau citizens are entitled to travel to and from the United States as non-immigrants without visa requirements; and


WHEREAS, FSM, RMI, and Palau citizens may live, study and work in the United States.  At the present time, they are granted an unlimited length of stay; and 

WHEREAS, on May 12, 2011, nine members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, wrote a letter directing the U.S. Secretary of State Hilary Clinton and Secretary of Interior Ken Salazar to reach agreement with island governments to set up screening proceedings to limit the number of incoming islanders from the Republic of Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau who are likely to become “public charges” in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), the Island of Guam and the State of Hawaii are a few of the US territories in which the FSM, RMI, and Palau citizens may freely immigrate to and from at their convenience; and 


WHEREAS, while the CNMI, the Island of Guam and the State of Hawaii have some concerns regarding the economic impact of the FSM, RMI, and Palau citizens’ immigration privileges, the CNMI, the Island of Guam and the State of Hawaii have conveyed to the APIL their support and welcome to their brothers and sisters from Micronesia to their islands; and  

WHEREAS, the FSM, RMI, and Palau citizens in the CNMI, the Island of Guam and the State of Hawaii contribute to the economies and to the welfare of the respective communities; and


WHEREAS, the governments of FSM, RMI, and the Republic of Palau negotiated their immigration privileges with United States in exchange for benefits provided to the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures is of the mind that the United States should honor the terms of the Compact Agreements including the immigration privileges granted to the citizens of FSM, RMI, and the Republic of Palau; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures, 30th General Assembly, Republic of Palau, June 15-17, 2011, that the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures acknowledges the enlightened policies of the CNMI, the Island of Guam and the State of Hawaii with respect to the immigration of their fellow islanders from the Freely Associated States and hereby requests that all Member island jurisdictions of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures unite in mutual support for the FSM, RMI, and Palau citizens’ immigration privilege in the United States; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the APIL President shall certify, and the APIL Secretary shall attest to the adoption of this Resolution and that copies of the same shall be transmitted to the US Secretary of Homeland Security, Hon. Janet Napolitano; US Secretary of the Interior, Hon. Ken Salazar; US Senate President Pro-Tem, Hon. Daniel K. Inouye; US House of Representatives, Speaker, Hon. John Boehner; CNMI US Delegate, Hon. Grgorio “Kilili” Sablan; Guam US Delegate, Hon. Madeleine Bordallo; Hawaii Congresswoman, Hon. Colleen Hanabusa; Hawaii Congresswoman, Hon. Mazie K. Hirono; and to Chief Executives and Legislative Presiding Officers of each member jurisdiction of the Association of the Pacific Island Legislatures.
DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED ON THE 17TH DAY OF JUNE, 2011


/S/




/S/



REBLUUD KESOLEI

ALIK J. ALIK

APIL PRESIDENT                          APIL SECRETARY
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